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LONDON REGION FENCING 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Region 

Held on Monday 25th November 2019 at 7.15 pm 

At the St Martin of Porres School 
 Blake Road, New Southgate, N11 2AF 

 

Present: 

Sandy Sandford (Chairman) SS Hazel Herbert HH 

Rosemary Gilmour (Treasurer) RG Andrew Nisbet AN 

James Kneller (Secretary)  JK Clare Halsted CH 

Len Harris  LH   

Apologies: 

    

Proxy Votes: 

Christopher Sandford CS Caterina Gilmour CG 

Chris Tidmarsh CT   

 

 MINUTES 

  

The Notice of the AGM was circulated electronically three weeks prior to the meeting. IT 

included the following Agenda: 

1. to consider of the Minutes of the previous AGM held on 26th November 2018, 

2. to receive the Report from the Chairman, 

3. to receive the Accounts of the Region for the financial period ended on 30th June 

2019, 

4. to elect or re-elect Officers and Members of the Committee to replace those who 

retire, and 

5. to consider any other appropriate business. 

 

The Chairman open the meeting by thanking those attending and confirmed that the AGM 

was quorate at 8 persons who hold BFA membership (including proxies), as determined by 

article 14.4 of the London Region Constitution. 

 

1.  Minutes of last year’s AGM 

 

The minutes of the last meeting held on the 26th November 2018 were agreed and signed by 

the Chairman as an accurate record. 

2.  Chair’s Report 

 

The chairman gave the report of the region’s activities of the year. 

 He began by summarising that the three main objectives of the region continued to be: 
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• to promote and support fencing for all across London, 

• to develop London’s fencing infrastructure and resources, and 

• to deliver a variety of social, recreational, and competitive fencing opportunities 

 

Promotion 

 

He was pleased to report that, whilst general ‘promotion of the sport’ was something 

usually addressed by Regions at the local level and through word of mouth, this year had 

offered a far greater opportunity which LRF had grasped and delivered enthusiastically.  

The region had been invited to take part with the Worshipful Company of Cutlers in their 

Open House London event at Cutlers’ Hall. We held a stall at Cutlers Hall, Warwick Lane, 

near St Pauls in the City.  This saw a footfall of over 1200 people throughout the day and 

they had been given static displays looking at fencing’s roots in the community and life 

generally, as well as a chance to take part in a ‘have a go’ session.  They had also been 

given a specially produced LRF flyer giving general information on fencing and a links to 

‘find a club’ facilities. 

 

 

Infrastructure 

 

He further reported that the Region had held a referee training course in January. Twenty 

people had attended. We had engaged with all London based assessors and two from 

Eastern Region to get as many as possible of the candidates qualified, but the problem of 

finding suitable events and assessors continues, there being a limited supply of both.  

Despite that, 9 of the cohort had so far been assessed practically and had qualified at level 

one or two.  We had also sponsored one of our existing referees to take part in further 

training associated with the GB Cup finals.  

 

The region had also invested in the purchase of 2 Favero boxes and associated spools, along 

with a supply of weights, gauges to support further improvement to its competitions.  And it 

had commissioned production of a piste template to provide for easier piste layouts at future 

events. 

 

 

Competitions 

 

Finally, the Chairman gave an overview of outcomes on the competition front, confirming 

that all six of the Region’s existing annual competitions were successfully delivered 

throughout the year. The Intermediate Championship had fewer entries than last year, but 

this was believed to have been due to it being held in the Easter holidays. This was not 

planned to be repeated in 2020.  Numbers for the LYRC’s/BYC qualifiers, too,  were 

slightly down on the previous year but the event had been self-funding and London had still 

sent 120 young fencers through to compete in the national finals.  

 

Whilst, as expected, there had been some financial losses on the CAPITAL OPEN, overall 

the year’s competition programme had managed to cover all its costs, generate a small 

surplus, and attract a deal of positive feedback from those who had taken part.   

 

The imminent 2019 CAPITAL OPEN was going to be held at the Westminster School 

Sports Centre in central London.  Whilst it would be the most expensive venue ever used by 

London Region, the facilities were and it was hoped that this would prove popular with 

entrants. 
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CH thanked the Chair for his report and offered her thanks and on their behalf BF’s thanks 

for the work that London Region had done throughout the year. 

3.  Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Treasurer presented the accounts of the region. 

 

The balance at the beginning of the financial year had been £13,746.49 and at the end 

£21,547.26.  After adjustment of £6334.81 net accruals [+ £302.80 income, - £5537.81 

expenditure] this represented an increase in funds of £1465.96 over the period. 

 

AN enquired as to how the accounts of the region were managed.  RG confirmed that this 

was in accordance with the minuted rules and procedures of the region.  Major expenditures 

had been authorised in advance; material reimbursements had required invoices to be 

presented; all payments from funds had been made by cheque; and all cheques over £250 

had been signed by two signatories.  Cash flow details, receipts, and full account records 

were kept and could be made available to committee members. 

 

HH proposed that the accounts be accepted, which was seconded by LH.  

 

Vote (including proxies): 9 for, 0 against, 1 abstain 

 

4.  Election of Officers 

 

The following committee officers stepped down having reached the end of their allotted 

terms. 

• Rosemary Gilmour (treasurer) 

• James Kneller (secretary) 

 

Each expressed their willingness to continue to serve on the London Region Committee but 

sought a change of role.  RG had offered herself for the role of Secretary and JK for that of 

Treasurer.  AN proposed and HH seconded votes to that effect.   RG and JK were then 

elected by unanimous vote to the positions indicated. 

 

It was agreed that a handover should take place after the CAPITAL OPEN.    

 

5.  Any Other Business 

 

As the Region’s welfare officer, CH reported that she had had to deal with one incident 

during the year at a London club.   This had been resolved amicably by the club’s welfare 

officer with assistance from CH.  No other, external, parties were involved. 

 

CH presented “Fair Play” posters made by British Fencing for possible use at future 

competitions.  She enquired where the Regions’ code of conduct can be found by fencers, 

as she had not been able to locate it on the LRF website.  HH confirmed that we wholly 

adopt the BF code and refered our fencers to such on the BF site. 

 

AN advised that the Committee intended to review the website with a view to identifying 

improvements for the longer term. 

 

The Chairman notified the meeting that the Committee would be reviewing and reframing 

the Region’s Constitution as appropriate and would propose revision at the next AGM. 
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 Finally, the Chair thanked RG for hosting the event and thanked everyone for their time and 

enthusiasm.  The Meeting concluded at 2105hrs. 
 
 

 

……………………………………………………………..Chairman 


